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section if, in the judgment of the re-
viewing authority with whom such re-
quest is filed, the circumstances war-
rant such action. 

§ 780.9 Appeals of NRCS technical de-
terminations. 

(a) Notwithstanding any other provi-
sion of this part, a technical deter-
mination of NRCS issued to a partici-
pant pursuant to Title XII of the Food 
Security Act of 1985, as amended, in-
cluding wetland determinations, may 
be appealed to a county committee in 
accordance with the procedures in this 
part. 

(b) If the county committee hears the 
appeal and agrees with the partici-
pant’s appeal, the county committee 
shall refer the case with its findings to 
the NRCS State Conservationist to re-
view the matter and review the tech-
nical determination. The County or 
State committee decision shall incor-
porate, and be based upon, the NRCS 
State Conservationist’s technical de-
termination. 

§ 780.10 Other finality provisions. 

The finality provisions contained in 
section 281 of the 1994 Act shall be ap-
plied to appeals under this part to the 
extent provided for in that section of 
the 1994 Act. 

§ 780.11 Reservations of authority. 

(a) Representatives of FSA, and CCC 
may correct all errors in entering data 
on program contracts, loan agree-
ments, and other program documents 
and the results of the computations or 
calculations made pursuant to the con-
tract or agreement. 

(b) Nothing contained in this part 
shall preclude the Secretary, or the Ad-
ministrator of FSA, Executive Vice 
President of CCC, the Chief of NRCS, if 
applicable, or a designee, from deter-
mining at any time any question aris-
ing under the programs within their re-
spective authority or from reversing or 
modifying any decision made by FSA 
or its county and State committees, or 
CCC. 

[60 FR 67316, Dec. 29, 1995, as amended at 67 
FR 13253, Mar. 22, 2002] 
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§ 781.1 General. 
The purpose of these regulations is to 

set forth the requirements designed to 
implement the Agricultural Foreign 
Investment Disclosure Act of 1978. The 
regulations require that a foreign per-
son who acquires, disposes of, or holds 
an interest in United States agricul-
tural land shall disclose such trans-
actions and holdings to the Secretary 
of Agriculture. In particular, the regu-
lations establish a system for the col-
lection of information by the Agricul-
tural Stablization and Conservation 
Service (FSA) pertaining to foreign in-
vestment in United States agricultural 
land. The information collected will be 
utilized in the preparation of periodic 
reports to Congress and the President 
by the Economic Research Service 
(ERS) concerning the effect of such 
holdings upon family farms and rural 
communities. 

§ 781.2 Definitions. 
In determining the meaning of the 

provisions of this part, unless the con-
text indicates otherwise, words import-
ing the singular include and apply to 
several persons or things, words im-
porting the plural include the singular, 
and words used in the present tense in-
clude the future as well as the present. 
The following terms shall have the fol-
lowing meanings: 

(a) AFIDA. AFIDA means the Agri-
cultural Foreign Investment Disclosure 
Act of 1978. 

(b) Agricultural land. Agricultural 
land means land in the United States 
used for forestry production and land 
in the United States currently used for, 
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